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GUIDE THROUGH WALES: 
— 


From Leomſter to Mortimer's T4, 
&c. &c. 


A village of Kingſland, last dS. 
ſeat of the Evans s. At Mortimer's Croſs Ed · 


ward the Fourth, when Earl of March, defeated 
Jaſper Tudor, Earl of Pembroke, and killed 2000 
of his men. * 

Here ' a road branches by. Alan and 
Wigmore, to others that I ſhall deſcribe, lead» 
ing through Biſhop's Caſtle, Montgomery, and 
the great thoroughfare from hence to North 
Wales; another alſo reaches 9 n 
&c, &c. | 


AYMSTREE 


Is a beautiful little village, ſheltered on every kde | 
with ſmooth ſloping woods, amidſt which the lit- 


tle river Lug may be. deſeried -imperceptibly 
leaving its juvenile courſe in the wild Welch la- 


byrinths for the even plains of Herefordſhire, 


which ſlowly uſher it to its grave.  Wood- 
Vor. III. B | / houſe, 
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houſe, Eſq. and Captain Dunn, have agreeable 
poſſeſſions here. 

Wigmore Houſe, near the village of that name, 
is a handſem feat, of the in of the Davies's. 
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fied in the church of this monaſtry. It was 

afterwards in the Crown, and was laſt given to 
the noble family of Harley, who are Barons of 

Wigmore, Earls of Oxford and Mortimer. 


More weſtward 6 18 Croſs Is 
fore named, the trayeller ſoon reaches the rich 
domain of 


SHOBDON COURT, 


Lord Viſcount Bateman's: its park is of great 
extent, is richly planted, and well ſtocked with 
cattle and deer ; and the laudable exertions of 


the noble proprietor to the purſuits of huſ- 
bandry and its relative ſtudies, greatly contribute 


to enrich * adjacent circles, 


This manſion is built agreeably to the grand 
deſigns in architecture about the latter end of 
the laſt century : added to a variety of paintings 
which it contains, there is an antique Grecian 
ſtatue of Mercury, ſome pronounce equal to 
the beſt ſculpture in ſtone that is extant. A 
very neat church nearly adjoins the manſion; 
this was latterly tranſlated from an agreeable riſe 
of land that is north of the houſe, where now + 
appears ſome ornamental Saxon arches that have 
been preſerved from the ruins of the old build- 
ing, evidently ſome of the moſt ancient and 
richeſt work of that charadter: but the beſt 
grace of Shobdon is the conſtantly practiſed 
| hoſpitality 
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hoſpitality and friendſhip. which was the exalt- 
ation of the ancient Britiſh nobles ; the negli- 
gence of this is ſo pathetically lamented in 
the following ſpeech of old Raby, I could not 
help inſerting it :— 


Where is the ſmile unfeign'd, the jovial welcome, 
Which cheer'd the ſad beguild, the pilgrim's pain, 
And made dependency forget its bonds ? 
Where is the ancient hoſpitable hall, 
Whole vaulted roof oft rung with barmleſs mirth, 
Where every paſſing ſtranger was a gueſt, 

And every gueſt a friend ?—I fear me much, 
If once our nobles ſcorn their rural ſeats, 
Their rural greatneſs and their vaſſals' love, . 
Freedom and Engliſh grandeur is no mars.” 


The village of Shobdon, which this road paſſes, 
hath a decent inn and other good reſidences. 
The branch of the road leading to Preſteign is 
a few miles farther, in the way to which, the 
Dowager Lady Oxford bath a handſome reſi- 
dence.* Titly is a ſmall village in the diret 
way from Shobdon to Kington, where the little 
river Arrow makes a more than uſual bend to- 
ward the north: here was anciently a cell to the 
Abby Tyrone in France, but none of it now 
remains: a good inn is alſo here, and there is a 
handſome ſeat of the family of Greenly. 


For deſcription of Preſteign, ſee Ways from LupLow. 


| 
J 


ETE HOOD, 
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ETEVOO D. | 

The elegant manſion and ample domain of the 
Right Hon. the Earl of Oxford and Mortimer, is 
alſo contiguous to the village laſt named, where 
are more beauties in the inadvertencies of nature 
than are commonly attained from the utmoſt 
ſtretch of artful induſtry : the manſion repoſes 
near the loweſt part of the premiſes that lie to- 
ward the ſouth; from thence to the weſt and 
north, there is a gentle aſcent of countleſs hills, 
at the termination of which are gratifying pro- 
ſpects of mountains and romantic vales in the 
neighbouring county of Radnor. Its firſt bujld- 
ings were raiſed by a predeceſſor of the preſent 
noble proprietor, who was auditor of the impoſts 
to Queen Anne: ſome additions were made to 
it by the laſt maſter, and ſome other taſteful 
improvements are juſt added by the preſent. 

KINGTON 

Is a town of conſiderable trade; its markets too 
are much frequented-by the Welch and thoſe 
who poſſeſs the weſtern part of Herefordſhire ; 
it hath alſo many genteel and wealthy inhabi- 
tants, and good inns: much of its, building in- 
clines towards the border of the little river Ar- 
row, other portions of it riſe with att eminence 
more northward ; on the laſt is the church, a 


handſome parſonage, and free grammar ſchool : 


and from this eminence, the traveller of taſte 
| | will 
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will be greatly gratified with the weſtward view, 
where a deep Radnorſhire vale here and there 
expands itſelf into pleaſing reaches, as if tempting 
a nearer examination of the voluminous clifts 
and ſublime heights that always guard its receſſes, 
Ruſhiſck, Bradnor Hill, and Llangiſts Ridge, 
are conſpicuous features. All the parts of He- 
reford{hire that I have lately traverſed, are richly 
cultivated and well covered; much of it abounds 
with apples and hops, that are diſtributed far 
over the kingdom; it is alſo abundantly produc- 
tive in grain, and its cattie and ſheep are multi- 
plying far beyond the wants of its inhabitants, 


KINGTON to NEW RADNOR and RHAY ADER. 


Some ſmall houſes a ſhort way ſeparated from 
the laſt deſcribed town, are paſſed on entering 
this road, which have the name of Old Kington, 
ſuppoſed to be the firſt ſtation of the town. Hav- + 
ing paſſed the Radnorſhire vale above deſcribed, - 
the diſtant views continue lofty and various, but 
they are ſeldom above the mediocrity of beauty, 
Manſions of note this way are a feat of the family 
of Garbitts, alſo Hampton and Downton, of the 
family of Lewis. Old Radnor, ſeen from this 
road, conſiſts of a few poor houſes, amidſt which 
the church has a conſpicuous ſtation and conſider- 
able ſize. Much hath been conjectured of the 
age and conſequence of this place; according to 
Camden, it once had a fortification, which, in the 


time of King John, was burnt by Rhees ap Grif- 
fith ; 
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fth; and Mr. Wall faith there hath been a Roman 
ſtation here, or that it was in the line of a road 
to one. Beſides the laſt deſcribed ſtage, there 
are two bye-roads leading from Kington to the 
Hay; the firſt a turnpike, paſſes King's Wood, 
Eardſly, Willerfly, Winferton and Witney; weſt 
of this is another ſomewhat nearer, and greatly 
excelling in variety of proſpect and pictureſque 
ornament : this is only turnpike for a few miles 
where it accompanies the river Arrow. In this 
part of it is Hargirts Court, the ancient fortified 
reſidence of the old and reſpectable family of 
Vaughan's, memorials of whom are in Kington 
church; and of which, by the female line, is the 
preſent Earl of Oxford. Park Stile is another 
handſome ſeat ſeen from hence. On farther pur- 
ſuit, this road hath ſeveral branches; one aſcends 
part of Brillas mountain, and deſcends from - 
thence to Brillas church, near which it falls into 
the laſt deſcribed ſtage.” Another line continues 
from Brillas mountain to ſome other high lands 
that are weſt of the river Wye, and leads from 
thence either to a ferry-boat at Redſpence, or 
elſe croſſes the river at Hay bridge. When turn- 
ed toward the eaſt, the views from all theſe latter 
| traverſes are always gratifying, ſometimes rich 
and grand, whether commanding the lengthen- 
ing courſe of the laſt named river; the extenſive 
vales of Herefordſhire that appear opening to it; 
or tracing its more intricate courſe within Rad- 
norſhire, &c. 


Pp | Turn- 
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Turning from theſe ſubjects toward the north, 
the tranſition is ſudden and ſurpriſing: a wide, 
darkening tract of ſhapeleſs hills fills all the pro- 
ſpect, and with little variation finiſhes the weſt- 
ward lands. Cabalva, a new-erected manſion of 
the Rev. Mr. Powel, is near the latter branch 
of theſe thoroughfares. | 


NEW RADNOR. 

This was anciently called Maiſeveth, and ſhews 
to have been fortified with a caſtle. It had alfo 
walls and four gates, and it hath been often re- 
corded in the tranſactions of contending warriors 
of Wales. It was deſtroyed by hre by the tho- 
rough vengeance of Owen Glendwr, who at the 
ſame time beheaded ſixty of the garriſon. Beſide 
other tracis of its ſtation, the ſite of its keep 
remains a prominent memorial. This town, or 
rather village, is now compreſſed to the count of 
a few ſmall farmers and poor cottagers. Leaving 
4 it, the traveller encounters a paſſage of forty 
| miles that, except for ſome ſmall ſpaces, is the _ 7 
3 moſt dreary and tireſome that can perhaps be 
v' travelled in Wales: — a boundleſs province of 
mountains, undignified with figure, every way 
4 | *« ſtretch their enormous gloom;” the only pleaſ- 

| ing exception to this is about the ſmall village 
of Pennybont and the town of Rhayader.' Theſe 
tracts have aptly been deſcribed by one writer, 
« vaſt, wild and unfiniſhed;“ by another, a 


| ſhapeleſs waſte, monſtrous without proportion :” 
' : | | | Ley 
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by the natives it is called Malienith, from the 
yellow hue of its ſurface. The road paſſes 
the higheſt parts hereof, and thence deſcends 
into the vaſt abyſs or ungraceful vale that 
multiplies the forms of the lands; within the 
latter are alſo commonly found the habitations 
of the wretched poſſeſſors,of theſe wilds, built of 
turf, ſuch as is their fuel; and of ſuch ſmall por- 
tions of the lands near them as appear fenced 
for their agricultural purſuits: their chief prac- 
tice in this ſcience is the cultivation of potatoes, 
oats, barley, and rarely rye; their beſt depen- 
dance being in their ſtores of ſheep and ſmall 
breeds of cattle which partially ſpeckle the 
mountains ſides that are neareſt them. 


This picture ſo far from diminiſhing the ge- 
neral character of the Britiſh mountains, will, 
uſed in compariſon, ſerve as a foil to their com- 
mon beauty ; for example, thoſe bigh lands that 
I have deſcribed to range near the Severn on 
the weſtern ſide of Herefordſhire, and in parts 
of Monmouthſhire, have been noticed by the 
Italian travellers to have great affinity in their 
| ſhapes to the inland heights of that continent; 
but the general characteriſtie of the Welch is 
vaſt circling heights, which appear to aſſert the 
common, dignity of a principal that is in the 
centre ** indiſputed ſovereign;” ſuch is the ut- 
moſt height of Snowdon, Caderidris, the Van 
in Breconſhire, Kc. of theſe. laſt their more 

diſtant 
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diſtant circles are ſmall verdurous heights; 
climbing theſe the traveller finds himſelf di- 


vided by a natural foſs or deep valley from 


others that are higher, and is thus ſucceſſively 
raiſed to a pitch where he views the princi- 


pal, dignified with better character than the 


reſt. 


Whimble hill, which is about a mile north 
of Radnor, affords a fine proſpect into Here- 


fordſhire and the rich Engliſh counties that 


border the Severn, where hath alſo been various 
ancient beacons that directed communications 


from the weſtern Welch mountains to other 
northern and ſouthern ways; the earths of them 


are ſtill a great way viſible. 


NEW RADNOR t BUILTH. 
Water-break-its-neck is a ſhort way to the 


right from the beginning of this road: it is - 
fall of water of ſeventy feet perpendicular, 

height. In dry weather it wants amplitude for 

a grand caſcade, being a caſual ſtream that de- 


pends moſt on the refuſe waters that fall in 


rains from the adjacent foreſt of Radnor; but 
in its leaſt frenſy it ſhapes good figures, while 


its rock and wood ſcenery afford good leſſons 


to that painter who likes to ſee nature ca- 


pricious. 


- 5 Llan- 
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Llanvihangle and Nant Mellon are villages in 
this way: Pennebont is a comfortable inn there- 
on. On the left of the road there are ſmall re- 
mains of Revenleeſe caſtle, which ſeem to 
have been formed, like a few others of this 
country now decayed, as guards to the ſtraights 
of the mountains that multiply near them. 
Llwynbarried is an handſome dwelling of the 
Evans's, ſeen from the road. Within a few 
miles of New Radnor a way leaves the poſt road 
above deſcribed, running on the left of it 
towards Builth, &c. and it is in the direct ling 
from Kington to the laſt named place: another 
alſo leads by the ſame hand from it to 


LLANEDDOW and LLANDRINDOD WELLS, 


At both of which places are powerful chalybeate 

Vaters: thoſe of the laſt named place have three 
ſeparate fountains that riſe within a few paces of 
each other, yet have totally different qualities; 
and though now unaccountably neglected, have 
anciently attained unbounded celebrity for their 
unparalleled virtues ; they are thus deſcribed by 
Dr. Linden: the firſt, * a perfect purßative cha- 
lybeate, excellently well impregnated with other 
. falutary puſeteres, ſo as to have one of the moſt 
| ſovereign remedies, and ſafe even in the moſt 


enfeebled conſtitutions,” The ſecond, a fa- 
line pump water equal to thoſe of Germany.” 
The third, ſulphur water that contains ethe- 
real, volatile, mineral ſpirits, vitriolic acid, a 

Vor. II. Qq mineral 


LL 
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mineral unctious mucus, ,a fine mineral oil, 2 
ſubtle crocus of marcaſites, a perfect ſulphur and 
natural ſalts.“ vt EV, 


Trösch, in this neighbourlibod, is the pa- 
ternal dwelling of Thomas Jones, Eſq. the pof- 
ſeſſor of Penkerrig before named, and other 
ample eſtates in this neighbourhood ; for te 
truſt of which the ſchool of painting loſt a pow- 
erful aſſiſtant : his numerous leſſons from views | 
in Italy, highly finiſhed coloured drawings, are 
at the laſt named houſe open to the inſpection of © 
the amateur and the friend, and are perhaps - + 
equal to the beſt ſpecimens of the ſort that have | 


been buht to this country. fe | 
> Wo 


There are no eines! in all theſe parts where tje 
native oak groves, &c. are more carefully pre- 
ſerved than on this, which, blending with the 
majeſtic rocks and 'romantic hills abounding 
thereon, form great characters of beauty and de- 
light : near the manſion of Penkerrig the inge- 
nious proprietor hath made an artificial lake to 
adjoin the moſt perfect of theſe ancient wood- 
ſcenes, the effet of which is ſhewn in the an- 7 
nexed engraving, as delineated by his pencil; | 
from his pen 1 have alſo the following elegant 
deſcription of its adjoining ſcenery; for the 
which, and various other valuable acquiſitions to 
my work, I cannot refrain thus publicly impart- 
ing to him my moſt ardent thanks, : 


PETRAIA, 
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PETRAIA. f 
AN Obr. 
— 
1 


Petræia * rears aloft her naked head, Ty 


Shorn of its honours by one fatal ftroke : 


Ye native foreſts, -whither are ye fled ? 


The graceful flowing aſh! the ſturdy knotted oak! 


Forc'd by the genius of the place, 
Each ſad diſſever'd root I trace, 
And drop the ſympathetic tear! 
Around me furious whirlwinds howl, 
And o'er the blighted deſart ſcowl — 
Alas! no ſhelter here! 


Savage —withhold thy murd'ring ſteel, 

And feel thyſelf the pangs 1 feel, 
Where'er a Dryad falls: 

But ab | too late [bid thee ſpare, 

Too late arrives my folt'ring care; 

Too late, alas! compaſſion calls 


Yet ill I ſee a venerable ſhade, | 

Where Melton + darts along the glade, P 
With pious awe the axe withdrew, 

And ſay'd the conſecrated few; 

The boary parents of the wood. 

Who long the furious weſtern gales have ſtood, 


* Petria is uſed for the name of a comely beight that 
riſes above Penkerrig, latterly covered with à grove of large 
oaks, which was feſle by the daft poſſeſſor of the eſtatey. 


+ Melton, 5 ſinall brook from . whence the artificial lake 
before noticed is collected, and which, from the rapidity of its 
current, in all probability took its name, the word Melton in 


the Britiſh language ſignify ing lightening ; or it may be named ” 
from the zig-zag direction of its foaming torrent youy heavy 


rains upon the neighbouring mountains, 


* 


l | CT... 
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II. 


Oft on moſſy beds reclin'd, 
Shelter'd by the ſpreading trees; 
Bleſt with health and peace of mind, 
Dozing to the hum of bees. 
There I've view'd the flow'ry hill— 
here I've heard the gurgling rill, 
Breath'd the fragrance of the morn ; 
- - Pleaſures—never to return. 


In theſe ſweet ſhades kind nature did impart 
Her firſt choice leſſons to my infant heart, 

Guided my youthful pencil not to ſtray 

From nature's laws, (and nature led the way) 

Nor let it wander wild in fancy's maze, 

But ſhew'd the beauties ſhe herſelf diſplays — : 
| The rugged molted grey or ſilver rind, 

The tufted foilage cloſe in maſſes join'd, , 

Or thin and feath'ry— flowing in the wind; 

The moſſy ſtone, the thick intwiſted brake, 

Th” inverted ſcene in yon pellucid lake, 

The buſhy brow or common bare, 

Or diſtant mountains melting into air, 


III. 
Behold where Phcebus gilds the weſtern ſkies, 
And Yaga's * ftreams reflect the varied dyes ; | 
Clear Yaga, whoſe meand'ring floods 
Embrace fair Lechria's fields and woods, 
Here gently gliding o'er the plain, 
There foaming like the angry main; 
' Ruſking through rock with horrid ſweep, 
Or whirling down the giddy deep. 


The river Wye, 


See, 


| 


SOUTH AND NORTH WALES. 127 


See, ſee the wide horizon's glorious blaze | 
The ſetting ſun deſcending low, 
Beyond the fervid mountain's brow. + 

And high Carnedda's o top refleQs the ling ring rays : 
But now yon ruffet heath attracts our eyes, 


Where ſable Lingogidda's FORE | 


Here oft tis ſaid 
The wand'ring ſpirits of the dead, 
Dy magic's awful art confin'd, 
Th' affrighted hind and ruſtio dame 
See glowing in the lambent flame, 
Hear howling in the wind, 


From Llandrindod, by lengthening the ride a 
ſhort way farther than Penkerrig, introduces the 
traveller upon the improved premiſes of D. Tho- 
mas, Eſq. before noticed; from the higheſt parts 
of which (where is an ancient Britiſh encatap- 
ment) there are moſt commanding proſpects on 


the lengthened courſes of the rivers Wye and 
the Irvon, and over great diſtances upon the 
mountains of this and og en counties. 


At this place it is alfo proper I ſhould deſcribe 
a beauteous ſucceſſion of fcenery that is in the 
way of thoſe travelling on the tour deſcribed at 
page 168 of this Vor. for Llandtindod more ef- 


$7 


® $0 called from the various mounds of raiſed edrth- or 

tumuli thereon, ſome of which in the Britiſh are called Car- 
nedda, or Karnedbae, ſuppoſed to be bury ing places a the 
ancients. 

+ A moraſs calle, and rendered famous bythe vulge 
ſuperſtition, x 


pecially 


« * 
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pecially, as it js within reach of thoſe who make | 


rides of exerciſe from the laſt named place. 


Proceeding along the road from Hay to 
Builth. as before directed, by means of a ferry 
called Cavarn-tom-Vach, the Wye is croſſed for 
the Radnorſhire ſide; and after about two miles 
progreſs is Pont Shony, a ſingle arched bridge 
over the river Eddow or Edow, before noticed. 
At this ſpot every one ſuſceptible of the effects 


of nature on a grand ſcale muſt be wonderfully 


ſtruck with the ſtupendous maſſes of hanging 
rocks, finely fringed with ſhrubs and trees waving 
their luxurious branches over the torrent below ; 


and on the other fide with the romantic ſituation 


of the church, village and caſtle of Aber-Edow; 
all objects worthy of the pencil of Pouſſin, or 
Salvator Rofa:—yet, being a little out of the 


- main road, is this Britiſh Tivoli paſſed hy un- 


noticed and unknown by all the modern touriſts. 


From hei ce, paſſing by the church of Llanva- * 


reth along a very rugged, uneven ſtony lane, 


but amidſt a variety of pictureſque ſcenery, it 


falls into the Kington road from Radnor to Builth 
before noticed; and thus the traveller is led b 


a kind of rocky promontory by the village of 
Llanelwith to Penkerrig, &c. &c, 8 


RHAYADER, or RAIDER, 


ls upon a border of the river Wye that is fifteen . 
miles above Builth; at which part of its courſe, . 
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as through that above, it may be deſcribed un- 
commonly agitated with a ſucceſſion of precipi- 
tate ſtreams whoſe waters out- run the eye that 
doth behold their haſte;” and towards its ſource 
are alſo handſome falls and cafcades; one of no 
inconſiderable character is near the bridge which 
leads from this town, and which is generally 
ſuppoſed to have given name to the place; for 
Rhayader is the general name given to a cataract. 
Here was once a conſiderable caſtle which was 
ſituated near the border of the river; around a 
part of this was a deep trench, cut out of the 
ſolid rock; and on one fide of the caſtle yard, 
about two furlongs below. its ſite, Mr. Lloyd 
notices a large tumulus or barrow, called from 
the neighbouring chapel the tumulus of St. Frid's 
church: here are ſmall markets, tolerable fairs, 
and two comfortable little inns. 


A commodious walk of half a mile from the 
town to an eminence called Mavertra, the day 
being clear, will afford a moſt ſatisfactory pro- 
ſpe of the country lying to an extent around 
the place, including many borders of the river 
Wye that lie above and below it, and ſome of 
the borders of the leſſer rivers Llangunilin and 
Helen, whoſe waters every where reflect the 
moſt e ſcenes. | 


Within the pictureſque little vale of Helen 
the current of the brook is ſtrikingly abſorbed 


within 


% 
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within a pool of a mile in'circumference ; and 
on the improveable lands that have affinity to 
this, is the rich manſion and highly cultivated 
eſtate of Thomas Grove, Eſg. Theſe latter 
ſcenes may be properly taken in ſucceſſion with 
the remarkable travel of beauteous ſubjects that 
are on the Wye between Builth and Rhayader. 


RHAYADER to ABERYSTWITH. 


The traveller on this road ranges a vaſt ſuceeſ- 
ſion of gloomy heights, through which he is vainly 
| hopeful of other than the faint cheer of a ſmall 
inn that divides his labour, ſhort peeps upon 
the leſſening ſubjects that are laſt deſcribed, 
ſome ſmall borders of the rivers Rhydol and - 
yſtwith, and ſome partial views of the fea ; but 
by a digreſſion of a few miles on either fide, at the 
latter part of the road, there are ſuch abundant 
treaſures of beauty to be unfolded as cannot fail 
to challenge the moſt minute attention; the 
principal of which are, the Devil's bridge, ſome 
curious falls of the river Rhydol, Havod, and 
ether rich ſcenes that are contiguous to the river 
Yſtwith; alſo various lead mines, © whoſe pre- 
cious minerals dart their purple gleams;” but 
as all theſe ſubjects are within fhort rides. from 
the ſaſhionable bathing place and ſea- port town 
of Aberyſtwith, their deſcription will be in- 
cluded in my account of that town, as taken 
in the continuation of a tour through the weſt- 
ern ſea coaſt, page 200 of this Vol. agreeably 
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to my plan in Vor. I. by the which I directed 
through -the ſouthern ſea coaſt of e 0. 
end whieh will commence after 


GUIDE from WORCESTER, 


Through Tenbur,;, Ludlow, Bishoff's Cattle, 
M ontgomery, Newtown, Llanidless, 


To ABERYSTWITH.. 


Alfter leaving the vicinity of Worceſter at St. 
John's before deſcribed, it ranges for a ſhort 
way upon that border of the river Severn called 
Henwick Hill; whence the beauteous city, and 
the ſmooth ſtreams of Sabrina, lovelily decorated 
with borders of rich meads, fruitful fences, 
groves, and fair vills, form together a picture 
of elegance and grandeur not commonly viewed; 
in other farther parts of this ſtage, innumerable | 
poſſeſſions of riches and cotnfort catch the 
notice; the principal buildings on this are, 


near Worceſter a ſeat of T. Farley, Eſq, and - 


Mr. Croſs's ; the Right Hon. Lord Foley, T. J. 
White, Eſq. and the Rev. Mr. Calcot's, at 
Witley; aud Abberley Lodge, R. Bromley, 
Efqr's.. about the midway thereto, and a ſhort 
way to ths right, is 


+ 


HOLT CASTLE 


It is partly modern and partly a caſtellic re- 
main, and was moſt likely at one time the hold 
A or 
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or reſidence of a diſtinguiſhed keeper or ranger 
of the ancient foreſt of Wire, within the borders 
of which it was ſituated, and which extended 
from hence upon the welt borders of the Severn 
to Bewdley, one way, and unto Cleobury Morti- 
mer in Shropſhire, another. . Several ſuch forti- 
fications within other ancient foreſts upon the 
Marches were thus uſed; and I have good co- 
lour for my opinion; that another ſuch fortified 
reſidence, named like this {Holt}, with the far- 
ther diſtinction of King's Holt, is alſo traced with- 
in the diſtant weſtern-bounds of this ſame foreſt; - 
and near the laſt, upon other territories, was 
another called Earl's Holt, ſuppoſed the poſſeſ- 

ſion of Earl Mortimer: according to Dr. Naſh, * 
this King's Holt was once in the ancient family 
of D'Abetots, was next Lord Montford's; and it 
is now in the honourable family of the Foley's. 


WITLEY. COURT, 


On this road, is the principal reſidence of this 
laſt named family: befides the fair fertility 
and comely features of the lands of this domain, 
there is a richneſs in its cloathing that is not 
commonly equalled: on its verdant mounts 
and knolls the liſtleſs ſhrubs and light furze 
wave * their high tops;” while all the level 
parts are more or leſs embelliſhed with thick 
groves of venerable oaks. The. manſion is 


of ancient ſtructure, and has much of the 
falhion 


1 
1 
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faſhion of ſome public buildings I have ſeen 
in- Italian views. The out-buildings are more 
modern. An elegant church adjoins the whole, 
that is moſt ſuperbly embelliſhed with ſculpture 
and paintings, the which, with the collection 
within the houſe, form a valuable treat to the 
amateur in theſe arts, 


The Hundred Houſe is a conſi donde: inn 
near Witley; and the whole neighbourhood 
may be ſaid to be enlivened with a variety of 
neat dwellings. The lands hereabout undulate 
in moſt capricious forms; the lower ſpaces of 
which are carefully improved, the heights com- 
monly ſmooth with wild verdure; and on the 
medium portions tall ſhrubs and wood trees 
thickly flouriſh. Thus the views, though cir- 
cumſcribed, are ſtill rendered entertaining. At 
Abberley Lodge, which is near the inn, the 
proſpects are lengthened to a good extent ; and 
near the latter are | 


ABBERLEY LIME'WORKS, 


At which, and others of the ſame Lind, the 
artiſt will find various leſſons for good land- 


ſcapes; they are valt cavities formed by working 


into the hills for the above material. 


At Holt before named, a good turnpike road 
leads from the poſt one before deſcribed, al- 
4 f ; . moſt 
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moſt on. a parallel line with the courſe of 
the Severn, | 


To BEWDLEY: | 


Its courſe is through Shrawley, Aſtley, and 
Lower Areley : the Harper's, the Glover's, and 
Moſely's, have good dwellings this way, parti- 
cularly the latter, called Glaſshampton ; and 
near where the road looks upon the river Se- 
vern and Stourport, John Zachary, Eſq. hath 
an elegant ſtone manſion, of new and faſhion- 
able architecture. Stourport is a ſmall town 
that hath ariſen within theſe few years upon 
that border of the Severn at which is the ter- 
mination of the great Staffordſhire canal navi- 
gation, which is conſidered the firſt concern of 
its kind in this iſtand ; by which, and the junc- 
tions of other leſs branches, every ſort of mer- 
chandiſe is paſſed not only from ſea to fea through 
the heart of the kingdom, but into moſt of its 
inland counties. 


Ribbesford Houſe, near Bewdley, was the pa- 
ternal ſeat of Henry Lord Herbert, Baron of 
Cherbury, who dying here prematurely in the 
year 1738, the title became extinct. It was 
once a magnificent manſion, entirety furrounded 
by a deep moat z over which, at the grand ap- 
proach, was a handſome bridge leading to a tur- 
retted gateway, or porter's lodge. The out- 
buildings, to which there was another bridge, 

> and 
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and the viſtoed avenues. of limes, ſycamores 
and cheſnuts, with an oak, the growth of ages”, 
over-hanging the moat, were grand appendages of 
the old Engliſh hoſpitality that reigned within 
the houſe; the ſituation of which, emboſomed in 
© a cloſe vale, is faſcinatingly pitureſque ; the an- 
cient church of Ribbesford—the cherry orchard 
(a moſt rural ſpot), and other tufted eminences 
to the north; the bold ſcreen of foilage, proudly 
aſpiring to the weſt, above the terrace in the gar- 
den, and extending ſouthward to Stagberry-hill, 
once creſted with a venerable yew-tree ; the 
hoary front and hermitage of Blackſtone Rock 
diſplaying its ſhaggy tiara of time-worn yews and 
oaks, and ſtretching its verdurous and cliffy fide 
down the eaſtern bank of the Severn (whoſe.ſer- 
pentine ſweep at this place moſt romantically | 
bears the prows of commerce through the mid- 
dle of the ſcene), muſt ever be furveyed with de- 
light by the amateur of nature dreſſed in her 
ſportive ſimplicity. This once dignified domain 
is now the property of Thomas Ingtam, Eſq. 


Approaching nearer to Bewdley, on a com- 
manding eminence, the brow of a moſt beauti- 
ful range of rocks, marſhalled oh a reach of the 


weſtern border of the Severn, is 
| 


WINTERDYNE, ; 
The modern manſion or manor houſe of Bewd- 
ley, belonging to Sir Edward Winnington, Bart, 
Vor. II. Ss the 


_= = * * bi 
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the houſe has nothing but taſteful neatneſs to re- 


commend it, but the fite may fairly challenge a 


competition for natural ſcenery with any villa in 
this county whoſe views are circumſcribed with- 
in ſhort extent :—the ſhades of Ribbesford, ter- 
minated by Stagberry-hill before named, and the 
ſublimity of Blackſtone Rock and Hermitage“, 


„% Embowel'd ages ſinee — the dark receſs 
Of Anchoret's in ſuperſtitious times 
With altar'd temple and its gloomy cells.“ 


Retroſpectively ſeen from hence in all their ma- 
jeſtic grandeur, with the ſilver Severn wantonly 
meandering down the vale between them, com- 
poſe the ſouthern aſpect; while that to the eaſt _ 
is extended over a moſt delightful ſtretch of paſ- 
toral plains, bounded by the fir-capped ſummit 
of Mount Pleaſant, and a circuitous line to High 
Abberley : northward the eye catches the ſu- 
premelt heights of this neighbourhood, namely 
Waſſall Hill and Dowles Wood; theſe are the 
grand features of the view: that to the weſt con- 
ſiſting of a monotony of leſs intereſting objects. 
In this magic circle the ſpectator alſo overlooks 
Netherton, Sambourne , and the elegant villa of 
Spring Grove, with all its improved appendages 
of waters, lawns, and ſhrub-clad knolls, ſnatched 
from the Gs waſte 4; alſo, on a point of the 


The property of Wilſon Ayleſbury Roberts, Elq- 
+ The ſeat of J. Soley, Eſq. 
1 The relidence of 8. Skey, Eſq. 


Crun- 
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Crundalls v, Harwood's Obſervatory, immedi- 
ately commanding the Town of Bewdley, as it 
were in the hollow of the hand, and riſing gradu- 
ally thence to the pleaſant cottages of Venus 
Bank, Bark Hill, and Wire Hill; but more par- 
ticularly | 
| TICKENHILL, 

« That ancient ſeat of princes rightly claims, 


Facing our ſight, the firſt regard: of old 
With Mercian tow'rs adorn'd.“ 


Its firſt erection is not certainly known. It was 
once the reſidence of a Lord Marcher, and ac- 
cording to Leland, it being eſteemed a moſt 
healthy and pleaſant place, it was newly erect- 
ed by Hen. VII. for his ſon Prince Arthur, who 
died at Ludlow Caſtle; at which place, and at 
Tickenhill, the principal courts for the Marches 
of Wales were alternately beld; a ſpacious 
park was annexed to it, well ſtocked with deer 
and abounding with oaks of enormous growth, 
ſome of them eight feet in diameter. The lands 
are now laid out in farms, but parts of the 
boundary wall remain to this day. The preſent 
houſe is held by leaſe under Sir Edward Win- 
nington, Bart. by Thomas Ingram, Eſq. 


BEWDLEY 


Is a very reſpectable borough ; firſt incorporated 
12 Edw. IV. and laſtly by Queen Anne; ap- 


* Pleaſant Hills ſo called. 
oy | 882 pointing 
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pointing a bailiff and twelve capital burgeſſes 


with power to ſend one member to parliament. 


Its manor was anciently the inheritance of the 
Beaumont's, the firſt Norman Earls of Warwick: 
it was afterwards the Mortimer's, Earls of March; 
was next veſted in the crown, and granted by 
Charles II. to Sir Francis Winnington, Knt. 
whofe deſcendant, Sir Edward Winnington, Bart. 
now holds it under leafe. This town hath long 
been eſteemed as the wharf of Wales for grocery 
and wines; and was once not only the principal 
port forthe neighbouring manufactures of wrought 


iron, but alſo for the cotton manufactures of the 


north, brought here in ſuch quantities, that it is 
faid there have been four hundred pack horſes 
inned at it in the courfe of a week. It was alfo 
famous for the making of woollen caps, fo firmly 
knit and milled together, as almoſt to reſiſt the 
cut of a ſabre, chiefly worn by the Dutch ſailors; 
the manufacturing of combs and various other 
articles in horn, braziery goods and pewter, was 


| alſo carried on here with great repute ;' which 


with the above advantages made it one of the 
buſieſt towns in England : but now alas! it is 
much depreſſed by the junction of the canal na- 


vigation at Stourport before noticed; which was 


propoſed by the ſurveyor to be effected at this 

lace, but fooliſhly rejected by the corporation. 
There is no church in Bewdley, but there is a 
chapel of eaſe to the pariſh church of Ribbes- 


ford: It is a very handſome ſtructure, and was 


erected- 
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erected in the year 1946. The chapelry of 
Wribbenhall, on the eaſt bank of the Severn, 


has no corporate connection with Bewdley, it 
being part of the Foreign of Kidderminſter. It 


is united to. the former by a ſtone bridge, ſur- 
mounted by a gate-houſe of ſingular conſtruction 
[ſee plate] and made uſe of as the common pri- 
ſon of the town, by the name of the Bridge- 
houſe. The whole of this ſtructure hath latterly 


received ſo much damage from the exceſſive 


floods of the Seyern, as to render the erection 
of a new one a moſt neceſſary work, for which 
there is an act of parliament obtained, and the 
building begun north of the old one, and will 
form a grand entrance into the town, being at 
the bottom of the principal ſtreet. The other 
paſſes into the town, ſtill retaining the names of 
different gates, as the Welch Gate, Doglane Gate, 
Tinkers Gate, &c. afford great reaſon to ſuppoſe 
it was once fortified. It hath large markets and 
many wealthy and faſhionable: inhabitants. The 
George is a commodious and well managed inn, 
The river Severn in moſt part of its way from 
Worceſter to this place bath an umbrageous and 
quiet track, is commonly ſcreened hy moderate 
elevations of the lands near it, and except a few 
untracked wilds that are a part of the ancient 
foreſt of Wire, all its borders are a ſurceſhon of 
rich meads and well ſet agriculture; and it is not 
unworthy curious- obſervation to remark, that 


although 
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although it aſſumes its moſt romantic windings a 
little above and below Bewdley, yet it paſſes by 
the town in a ſtraight line from Dowles Brook 
almoſt to the foot of Blackſtone rock, which is 
little ſhort of two miles, and by far the longeſt 
reach in its whole courſe. 


Near the Hundred-Houſe, where the firſt ſtage 
of my preſent Tour is ended, there is another 
road that leads by Dundley to' join that laſt de- 
ſcribed, to Bewdley : another, a ſhort way far- 
ther, leads by the ſame hand to Cleobury Mor- 
timer; near the end of which is a very elegant 
ſeat and rare improvements of the ancient family 
of Blount's, called Mawley-Hall, (the preſent 
poſſeſſor, Sir Walter Blount; Bart.) Another road 
alſo ſeparates from the poſt-road to the left, lead- 
ing to Stanford-bridge, &c. On the right and left 
of the ſpot where is this diviſion of roads, there 
are two verdant heights that ſhew themſelves with 
great beauty to the traveller; that on the right 
is called Abberley-hill; that on the left, Wood- 
bury ; from the ſummits of both there are moſt 
extenſive views over thoſe parts of the coun- 
ties of Hereford and Worceſter that are the 
beſt cultivated and moſt ornamental. I have be- 
fore conſidered Woodbury as part of the im- 
provements of Witley-court, and tufted with 
« liſtleſs ſhrubs;” it is otherwiſe ornamented 
with tracks of an extenſive old encampment, 


Stanford 
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Stanford bridge croſſes a rapid current of the 
river Team. It is a new device in caſt metal, 
that is compleating by Naſh; and joined to the 
native ſcenery that ſurrounds it, muſt form one 
of the moſt intereſting pictures in this country. 
Mr. Bury hath a neat modern dwelling which 
overlooks the whole, with great advantage ; and 
it is alſo contiguous to the elegant reſidence and 
domain of | 


STANFORD- COURT, 


Sir Edward Winnington's, Bart. The park which 
partly ſurrounds this manſion is filled with ſlopes 
of rich verdure, bold ſweeps of water, and emi- 
nent groves and avenues, every way diſplay- 
ing themſelves to great advantage. The neat 
church and parſonage are alſo at a proper diſtance 
within the ſame proſpect, which is environed 
toward the eaſt and ſouth with hills of comely 
woods. At Sheldefley, which is about a mile 
and half below Stanford, upon the border of 
the ſame river, the Rev. Mr. Berkeley and 
Mr. Proſſer have good ſeats. Home-caſtle, 
and that curious production of nature, South- 
ſtone's Roch, rock or hermitage, the front of 
which is the grandeſt aſſemblage of  petreſcence 
in this part of England, are alſo in the Pn line 
of country. 


ham 
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HUNDRED - HOUSE t TENBURY. 


This road is for the moſt part extremely un- 
even, and through the winter months exceed- 
ingly bad for travelling; in ſummer it is more 
commodious, and none exhibits on its bounds 
larger or more varied ſucceſſions of productive 
plantations of grain, cyder-fruit and hops, eſpe- 
cially after the three firſt miles of its courſe, 
where part of the rich and ſpacious vale of Team 
opens to receive its track: beſides this it is poſ- 
ſeſſed by the Leominſter canal navigation in its 
way from that town to the coal mines of Penſax. 
The ſeats on this road are thoſe of Mrs. Bury, 
William Smith, Eſq. and the parſonage-houſe of 
Lindridge, through the firſt part of it; where 
is alſo a partial view of the pleaſant domain of 
Stanford befare noticed. Near Tenbury there is 
a neat ſeat of the Wheeler's; and there are many 
eminent knolls of the bordering hills that are 
enriched with the territories of proſperous farm- 
- ers and induſtrious freeholders. 


Newnham bridge, which the road paſſes, is 
where the little river Rea is on its laſt reach toward 
the Team: its riſe is near the north Clee-hills 
hereafter deſcribed. At Cleobury Mortimer it 
is a comely and uſeful current; thus it hand- 
ſomely encompaſſes much of the domains of Sir 
Walter Blount, Bart. and laſtly paſſes the village 


of Neen to this place. Spur-Tree is the name 
| of 
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of a ſmall rivulet near Tenbury that divides the 
counties of Worceſter and Salop. 


TENBURY 


Is a ſmall inconſiderable market town, where 
there is a neat bridge that paſſes the river 
Team; it hath ſeveral comfortable little inns ; 
that which is ſeparated from the town by the 
river is excellent, and is commonly uſed by 
paſſengers on the road and viſitors to the town : 
a croſs road paſſes from Tenbury to Bromyard, 
near which Edward Downs and Jonathan Pytts, 
Eſqrs. have good manſions, particularly the lat- 
ter, Kyre Houſe, whoſe ſhrubberies are the de- 
light of all that viſit them: there is beſides a foot 
road leading from this place to Ludlow, which it 
is proper I ſhould notice, not only becauſe it is 
ſeveral miles neareſt, but that its traverſe is a 
ſucceſſion of the moſt delightful eminences of 
the country, and gives proſpects of the ancient 
. ſeat of Hill Court, of the family of Hill's; Wit- 
ton Court, the Pardoe's ; the ancient ſeat of the 
Charlton's; and a neat modern dwelling of the 
Rev. Mr. Calcot's, before named. 


TENBURY vw LUDLOW. 


About a mile from Tenbury, and a ſhort way 
left of the road, is the genteel village of Bur- 
ford, remarkable for the ancient reſidence of the 
Cornwall's, that were deſcended from and allied 
to 127 various monumental records of them 

Te are 


-- 
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are in the church of Burford ; the moſt particu- 
lar of which are as follow: 


The firſt, to the memory of Elizabeth, the 
danghter of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaſter, 


and own ſiſter to King Hen. IV. who married Sir 
John Cornwall, Knight of the Garter. 


Another, decorated in a ſplendid manner with 
good painting, the ſubjects, portraits of ſome of 
the family as large as life; the heads of the 
twelve apoſtles; and various ſmall devices made 
from texts of ſcripture; it was executed in the 
year 1587, and there is a curious memorial on 
the receptory of the heart of one of the family, 
who dying in Italy, it was brought by his ſervant 
and thus depoſited. 


Near Ludlow, on this road, there are ſome neat 
dwellings of the families of the Pritchard's, 
Green's, and Stokes's. 


There are two turnpike roads alſo paſs from 
Leominſter to Ludlow ; the eaſternmoſt of theſe 
falls into the poſt road I have laſt deſcribed, and 
paſſes at its earlier courſe the elegant modern 
manſion of 


BERRINGTON. 


The founder of this and its extenſive improve- 
ments is the Right Hon. Thomas Harley, an 
Alderman of London, and for . ſeveral ſeſſions 
repreſentative in Parliament for the county of 
| Hereford. 
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Hereford. It may be intereſting to'the patriot 
to obſerve, that the principal entrance to the 
houſe is ornamented with ſeveral pieces of 
braſs cannon that were taken from the quarter- 
deck of the French admiral's ſhip, captured 
by Rodney on the e 12th of April, 
1782. 


The road more weſtward paſſes near the vil- 
lage of Orlton : the Moor and the Lodge, hand- 
ſome ſeats of the ancient family of Salway, are 
both near the latter end of this: a ſhort way 
farther to the weſt, where grand ranges of ver- 
durous and foliated hills repeatedly. challenge 
our regard, is the ancient manſion and rich do- 


main of 


CROFT CASTLE. 


This, in its early time, appears to have been 
the poſſeſſion of a famous family of Croft, one 
of which took Edward, the ſon of King Henry 
VI. priſoner, after the battle of Tewkeſbury, 
and was ſheriff of the county of Hereford: in the 
2d year of Edward IV. Sir Herbert Croft, the 
popiſh exile, was alſo of this family. In 1662, it 
was the poſſeſſion of Dr. Herbert Croft; it was 
more latterly the Knight's, and it is now in the 
family of the Johnes. The houſe is à digni- 
fied ſtructure, with round towers at the angles, 
and embattled fronts; that to the north being 
the | principal, bas a turretted gateway, leading 

to 
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to the inner court; the avenue of limes gently 
deſcending with a curvilinear ſweep from this 
front to the turnpike road, is perhaps the grand- 
eſt in the kingdom, accompanied with very ex- 
tenſive and moſt delightful groves of the talleſt - 
oak and aſh. The ſupremeſt eminence of this 
magnificent domain is called Croft Hambury ; 
on which there is a moſt perfect intrenchment, 
meaſuring from eaſt to weſt 400 yards, and 120 
from north to ſouth. Continuing this line of 
heights, that are nearly parallel with the north- 
ern end of the road, is alſo 


 RICHARD's CASTLE. 


All of its ſtone work is removed except ſmall 
portions of its outer walls, which were evidently 
of extreme height and ſtrength : it was other- 
wiſe deeply entrenched, and a large artificial 
mound of earth occupied its center, like ſome 
that were raiſed by the Romans; and ſeveral for- 
_ tified hills in theſe parts ſhew the ſame charac- 


ter in their work. 


* 


Tie BONEY WELL, 


So often noticed by hiſtorians, is within a ſe- 
queſtered dingle, a field's breadth' from the 
above caſtle: it is à copious ſpring of water if- 
ſuing from the crevices of ſome clifts of rocks, 
and whether the article it is named after was 
brought thither by deſign, or (agreeable to va- 
rious conjectures) they are forced by the ſtream 
| from 
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from the inviſible charnel-houſes of decayed 
animals or creeping inſets, I know not; but 
certain it is, various ſpecimens of them ſtill ſet- 
| tle where the waters flow. 


An extenſive park and manſion is more north- 
ward on theſe. high lands, that was the reſidence 
of the Salway's before-named, previous to their 
eſtabliſhment at the Moor; and in this-family 
is a great ſhare of the belt property of the coun- 
try. Views are alſo made from the extremeſt 
of theſe heights, which include a wonderful 
and beautiful cixcumjacent tract of country; at 
one part whereof the eye is precipitated within 
a deep valley that ſtretches from thence toward 
Wigmore before deſcribed, or is drawn to exa- 
mine the various rounded hills and mountains 
that encompals it on every fide, of which the 
ſmalleſt ſomehow enlarge the pleaſurable proſ- 
pects of that quarter: another way, the vaſt 
| ſweep of Corve Dale ſheweth itſelf, encircled 
with heights of another character; and toward 
the ſouth is a complete proſpect over the level 
vallies I have deſcribed near Tenbury, Leomin- 
ſter, and numberleſs other eaſtern and ſouthern 
ways. Leaving Bewdley before dau. from 
the Welch Gate, for 


CLEOBURY MORTIMER. 


The road gradually aſcends for two miles 
through a delightful ſucceſſion of cottages and 
Vor. II. Uu ſylvan 
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ſylvan ſcenes to the higheſt lands in this vici- 
nity, when it enters the only part of the foreſt 
of Wire now known by that name; it is a bar- 
ren extent of waſte, ſpreading itſelf as you ad- 
vance, and preſenting nothing to the eye but 
furze and fern, with a few intervening patches 
of ſcanty herbage, which partly ſerve to ſtarve 
alive the graminivorous tribes doomed to this 
hard ſubſiſtence; and though once abundantly 
crouded with oak timber, ſhelter ſcarcely re- 
mains for them from inclement ſkies.* 


Near Mopſon's Croſs (where there is a road 
paſſes from this over Clough's top and through 
Mamble to the one I have deſcribed between the - 
Hundred-Houſe and Ludlow), looking toward the 
north-weſt, the traveller has an extenſive view 
of that almoſt boundlefs wildernefs before no- 
ticed by the name of Dowles, whoſe amplitude 
is ſaid to be twenty miles in circumference z 
perhaps the largeſt in England ; abounding 


«« With bogs and wilds irriguous and forlorn, 
« Where oft” the moon-light wanderer hath plung'd 
In ſuccourleſs deſtruction.“ 


It onee formed a very principal part of the fo- 
reſt of Wire. The Clee hills, majeſtically riſing 


* Sir John Pakington, in the time of Queen Elizabeth, is re- 
preſented to have purchaſed as much timber from the toreſt of 
Wire as coſt for marking, at 4d. * tree, 481. 


in 
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in the back ground, terminate the view that way; 
and from thence to the ſouth-eaſt a pleaſing 
multiformity of landſcape delights the eye, 
bounded by Abberley hills, fave where the ſub- 
lime Malvern faintly rears itſelf aloft in the ex- 
tremeſt diſtance, and being fore-ſhortened from 
hence, appears like a compreſſed cone. Near 
Cleobury there is a diſtant view of Kinlet, the 
beautiful domain of William Child, Eſq. as 

alſo of Mawley before mentioned. Lymp 
Brook and the ſmall river Rea are croſſed this 
way ; the firſt ends the county of Worceſter ; 
and near the hollow courſe of the latter is ſeen 
the vaſt track of King's Holt before mentioned, 
which after its early uſe as a lodge to the an- 
cient keeper or ranger of the royal foreſt here 
deſcribed, appears to have been uſed as a gar- 
riſon for King Henry II. when oppoſing the 
power of Hugh de Montgomery, who not only 
poſſeſſed the caſtle of Cleobury, but the ſtrong 
work in the neighbourhood, called Earl's Holt; 
both which were timely deſtroyed by that King, 


The town of Cleobury is ſmall; but it hath a 
good thoroughfare, a ſmall market, and much 
privilege in diſtributing its ſeveral commodities 
of trade to the various miners who labour within 
the vaſt Clee hills near it. There are two de- 
cent inns, the Eagle and the Talbot; 'a good 
grammar ſchool alſo flouriſhes here: it hath alſo 
ſeveral genteel dwellers; the lands too immedi- 

Ss; ately 
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ately about the place are pleaſingly variegated 
and in good cultivation. | 


| Through much of the road entering and leav- 
ing Cleobury, the ſeat of Mawley continues a 
ftriking beauty upon the eye: at Hopton, which 
is two miles from Cleobury, are handſome ſeats 
of the Compſon's and the Hale's: a ſhort wa 

farther, on ſome more eminent lands whic 

begin the Clee hills, the family of Botfield have 
a neat ſeat; alſo other good manſions of the 
Walcot's and the Knight's are near the latter end 


of the ſtage. 


TOTTENSTONE CLEE HILL 


(For there is another north of this, of equal di- 
menſion, called the North or Brown Clee) eve- 
ry where more or leſs abounds with lime, coal, 
iron-ſtone, &c. On its higheſt part it is generally 
believed there hath been a volcano, for there 
are ſeveral immenſe kirls of its internal ſub- 
ſtance, while at its lower extremity the baſaltes 
are greatly abounding. The proſpects made 
from the high way challenge the admiration of 
all travellers who have reliſh for rational delight ; 
from whenee there is diſplayed a minute ſurvey 
of a rich portion of Herefordſhire, Worceſter- 
ſhire, Staffordſhire, Shropſhire, and ſeveral 
eounties in Wales. An expanſe of cultivation 
extends near its bottom toward the ſouth and 


eaſt, where the teſſelated farms, new-ſown in- 
cloſures, 
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cloſures, coloured fallows arid ſmooth turf, as | 
a winter view, divert the attention, 


Throughout the Spring and Summer, then, how fair, 
How gorgeous grows the ſcene, feftoon'd and dy'd 
By Flora! Ceres too and rich Pomona 

Here ſmiling meet, to greet it with their gifts : 

Nor leſs the favour of the paſt ral God 

For not Botian nor Arcadian kine 

Ate lovleier, nor their mountain ttibes more rare, 
Here from his flock the ſhepherd rolls a fleece, 
Like Jaſon's, ſorted from the Colchian ſtores, 


Extending the view with the courſe of the road 
weſtward, a variety of groves and creſted hills 
terminate the proſpect: beneath thoſe, near 
where the rivers Team and Corve unite their 
currents, Ludlow church and caſtle difplay their 
venerable high embattled towers. Moſt of the 
woodlands thus noticed range weſt of that town 
nearly upon a parallel with thoſe heights I bave 
deſcribed between this place and Leominſter. 


What traveller poſſeſſing a taſte for the truly 
claſſical and exquiſitely beautiful lines of Mil- 
ton's Comus, will not feel grateful emotions 
. when he learns, that by varying his eye a little 
from the laſt direction, he will ſee Oakley, 

Park 1 


«« Within the navel of whoſe hideous wood, 
« Immur'd in cyprus ſhades, a ſorcerer dwelt, 
«« Of Bacchus and of Circe born, great Comus !”” 


This 
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This ſcenery ſuggeſted to our great poet thoſe 
fine touches of rural decoration which diſtinguiſh 
the Maſque of Comus : the lord preſident of the 
Marches being then at Ludlow, in order to add 
to the ſplendor with which he deſired to receive 
his noble viſitors, procured Milton to compoſe 
this celebrated poem, and they ſcrupled not to 
aſſume the parts of the dramatis perſonæ which 
the inſpired' bard thought neceſſary to ſupport 
his production. | 


LUDLOW 


Was incorporated by King Edward IV. ſends two 
members to parliament, and is governed by two 
bailiffs, twelve aldermen, twenty-five common- 
councilmen, a recorder, town-clerk, chamberlain, 
&c. It was anciently wholly encompaſſed with 
its caſtle, fortified gateways and embattled walls. 
It is principally fituated on a comely knoll that 
has gentle deſcents towards the rivers juſt. now 
named; and thus the beauties: of the ſurround- 
ing heights unfold themſelves in view of moſt of 
the ſtreets. Here are many good buildings, 
public and private, and well frequented fairs 
and markets. Allured and retained by the ſa- 
lubrity, cleanlineſs, and other local attractions 
of Ludlow, the moſt reſpectable ſociety is to be 
met with here and in its vicinity. 


It had much of its firſt emolument and en- 
largement from Henry VIII. who eſtabliſhed 
| here 
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here one of the courts for the council of the 
Marches of Wales, conſiſting of a lord preſident, 
counſellors, a ſecretary, an attorney, a ſolici- 
tor, and four juſtices of Wales. This eſtabliſh- 
ment continued till the reign of William the 
Third, who, at the death of the Earl of Mac- 
clesfield, diſſolved their power. The great But- 
ler is ſaid to have had a place herein, where he 
wrote his memorable poem of Hudibras. 


The church ſtands on an eminence near the 
center of the town, and being of large ſize and 
elegant architecture, is a conſpicuous object in 
the picture of the place: it hath an organ and 
chimes, is richly pewed, and highly ornament- 
ed with monuments. Here was anciently a 
houſe of Auguſtins and a college of White Friars, 
but no remains of theſe are left wouly of in- 
veſtigation. 


The CASTLE of LUDLOW 


Is on the weſtern” part of the knoll above named, 
upon the ſemblance of a rocky iſthmus that 
| brows the vale beneath; it is, from tradition, 
deſcribed to have been erected by Roger de 
Montgomery, a relative and favorite of William 
the Conqueror, who aſſiſted that prince in his ex- 
pedition to this country; who with Fitz-Oſ- 
bourne led the van of the Norman army, and 
who had for his ſervices large poſſeſſions in 
Cardiganſhire, moſt of the county of . Salop, 

the 
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the towns of Arundel and Chicheſter, with a a 
further grant of whatever he could conquer from 

| the Welch in Powis land, and who was created 

: : by him Earl of Arundel and Chicheſter. Hugh 
de Beleſme, ſucceſſor to the firſt builder, 

added ſtrength to this and various other caſtles 

of the country, wherein he made obſtinate ſtands 

when rebelling againſt the power of Henry 1. 

Its embattled towers are of large ſize and firm 

conſtruction, ' and are ſurrounding ſpacious 

courts, * wherein are a keep, a vaſt hall, and 

numberleſs other offices, and apartments for a 

large houſehold or a great garriſon. 


It was once poſſeſſed by the Empreſs Maud, 
4 when it was beſieged by king Stephen, during 
1 which Henry, ſon of the king of Scots, being 
| violently plucked from his horſe by an engine, 
= had been carried over the wall into the town, if 
| Stephen in perſon had not reſcued him. We af- - 
o terwards find Henry II. gave the caftle to Sir 

Fulke Fitzwarine. It next belonged to the Lacies 
of Ireland, and came by a female to Peter de 
, Geneville, from whoſe heirs it deſcended by a 
N | daughter to the Mortimer's, Earls of March, and 
1 from thence came to the crown ; Edward the 


2 Fifth reſided here when his father died, and was 
| removed from hence to London by his uncle the 
Duke of Gloceſter. Arthur, Prince of Wales, 
the elder ſon of Henry VII. kept his court al- 
ternately here and at Beydley, as before noticed; 

| e 


is Namn ꝙ Ludlow 
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he died here, and his heart was depoſited with- 
in the church of the town. Some of the waſte 
tands within theſe premiſes, with others that are 
pendant from its foundations, have been laid 
out and improved to moſt agreeable public walks; 
whence are proſpects over a variety of high lands 
weſt and north of the place, ſome fertile vales 
that lie beneath, and a ſmooth umbrageous track 
of the river Team agreeably intervenes the whole. 
This river in its farther progreſs, dividing the town 
from the height of Whitecliffe, becomes more fi- 
gurative and amuſing, having greater deſcents ; 
and here the waters are agitated with mill-wears, 
whilſt vaſt rocks occaſionally beetle over their 
ſurface, and ſometimes ſhew beneath tranſpa- 
rent ſtreams, in vaſt ſlabs that bed the river. 


At Ludford, a ſmall village, ſeparated from 
the town by the above river, is 


LUDFORD HOUSE, 


An ancient manſion of the family of the Charl- 
ton's that ſprung from Sir. Alan Charlton, of 
Appely Caſtle, Shropſhire, one of whom was of 
the bedchamber to King Edward the gd, and 
married Hawis Gadaru, ſole daughter and heir 
of Owen ap Griffith, the laſt Prince of Powis, 
and who was afterwards created Baron Powis, 
which title ſome time continued in this family. 

The park reaches hence to a beautiful riſe of land 
that is nearly on a parallel with the ſummit of 
Whitecliffe Juſt named; it is richly planted 
X x | with 
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with oaks, and well ſtocked with deer. Nicho- 
las Lechmere Charlton, Eſq. deſcended from 
the above family, and the Lechmere's of Han- 
ley, near Upton, is'the preſent poſſeſſor. 


LUDLOW to BISHOP's CASTLE. 


During ſome of the firſt part of this paſſage, 
the caſtle, church, and part of the town of Lud- 
low have a better effect than in any other view; 
and here too the heights of Whiteclifle and 
Bringewood are ſeen towering aſide the whole, 
one way, with their beſt character; whilſt the 
Clee hill before noticed, ariſes from its other 
vicinity with better forms than it hath before 
afforded. At an even plain, retained as com- 
mon for the annual races of Ludlow, a road 
paſſes from the poſt one to Stanton Lacy, &c. &c. 
The manſion and park, calied Oakley Park, ſhew 
conſpicuous t to the left, anciently an eftate of 
the Earls of Powis; now the poſſeſſion of Dowager 
Lady Clive. At the village of Bromfield, the 
- ſmall river Oney hath a junction with that of 
Team. Other genteel reſidences this way are, 
a ſeat of the Hon. Mr, Walpole; Ferney Hall, 
Mr. Job Baugh's ; and Sibdon Caſtle, Mr. Fleming 
Baxter's. Near Biſhop's Caſtle, is Walcot, the im- 
proved domain of the Right Hon. Lord Clive, 
which, with great territory, church patronage, &c. 
&c. and influence over the neighbouring borough 
cf Biſhop's Caſtle, was purchaſed by this family 
from that of Walcot, which I lately noticed. On 
the 
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the oppoſite ſide of the road, near Oakley, is an 


ancient domain of the family of Plowden ; ano- 
ther is on the ſame hand, but nearer Biſhop's 
Cells, of the famJy of Oakley. 


The. CASTLE. of STOKE 


Is alſo in this paſſage;' what , portions remain 
are delineated in the annexed view; a gateway, 
that was the principal. entrance, exhibits ſome. 
ornamental carvings in wood, of the richeſt 
workmanſhip, ſuch as decorated the early- reli- 
gious eſtabliſhments and ſeats of nobles; it is on 
the manor of Earl Craven, who hath other ex- 
tenſive territories in this county. The valley 
where this is ſituated, and through the centre of 
which the road I deſcribe and the little river 
Oney have their direction, is edged with a range 
of verdant lands, the extreme heights of which 
(Wittleton and Stoke Coppice) are marked with 
entrenchments and mounded earth; they are 
called by the vulgar the Giants Chairs; and their 
ſuperſtition deſcribes them once. poſſeſſed by 
beings of that character, who, in their aerial 
elevations whiſpered their dire deſigns unto each 
other over the vale beneath; and as the track of 
the ancient Roman road to Wigmore! alſo ſepa- 
rated them, there is great probability they had 
thoir origin to protect that Aden = © 


- Finding that all the roads from 3 branch- 

ing from the right of that Iam upon; are moſtly 

connecled with the future tour from Bridgnorth 
to 
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to Salop, &c. I defer their defcription for that 
part of my work, and proceed hence to one di- 
viding from it at Bromfield, that leads 
Through PRESTERN, KNIGHTON, and CLUN, 
To BHOP'S CASTLE. 
Between Bromfield and the village of Leintwar⸗ 


dine nothing of curioſity occurs, but there is a 


bridle way lying ſouth of the tufnpike road, which 
paſſes the pleaſant village of Bringewood and | 


DONT ON. CAST. LE, 


The well-improved premiſes of Richard Haas | 
Knight, Eſq. for ſeveral ſeſſions repreſentative in & 
rliament for the neighbouring borough of Lud- 
low. The building is wholly modern, although 
raiſed after the plan of a caſtle or fortified man- 
fion, agreeably to the annexed plate: the river 
Team traverſes within its ſouthern paling in its 
beſt natural beauties, and its borders are laid out 
in walks, planted or ries" embelliſhed with 


the beſt taſte. 


4 


1 is a village of conſiderable ſize, 
pleaſantly ſituated upon the borders of the river 
Team, and near its junction with the river Clun ; 
over the former of theſe is a tolerable ſtone- 
bridge: here is alſo a large church, in which are 
ſome richly ornamented ſtalls. preſerved from the 
ruin of the priory before deſcribed in the ac- 


count of Wigmore. 
On 


f | Lt NOLNMOQ © | f 
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On the left of the road between this village 


and that of Brampton Brian, there is ſeen a con- 
ſiderable Roman camp, the veſtiges of which are 


imperfectly diſcernible: another camp. ſuppoſed 


to be Britiſh, but equally imperfect, is on the 


oppoſite ſide of the river Team; and in the val- 


ley between both are two tumuli or barrows, 
from which human bones have been dug: the 


local tradition is, that on this ſite the two ar- 


mies met, and engaged with that fatal ardour 
which diſtinguiſhes unbounded ambition, and 
thoſe who are riſquing the preſervation of their 
| liberty to the 2 * power of the 0 of bat- 
tle, 


At Brampton Brian was the reſidence of the 
noble family of Harley : amongſt the various 


monuments of them in the church is one of great 


fize and elegance, to the memory of Robert the 
firſt Earl of Oxford and Mortimer, fon of Sir E. 

Harley, and knight of the garter; in the time of 
William and Mary he was repreſentative in par- 
liament for Tregony, in Cornwall, and afterwards 


for the borough of Radnor, and was ſpeaker of 
the Houſe of Commons in three ſucceſſive par- 


laments; from which office he was, in the year 
1704, made ſecretary of ſtate to Queen Anne; 
in 1710, lord of the treaſury and cliancellor of 
the exchequer; May 24th, 1711, he was by her 
Majeſty advanced to the above title, and on the 
29th'of the ſame month he was appointed lord 

Vor. II. a Y y high 
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high treaſurer of Great-Britain; in 1714, he re- 
ſigned the treaſurer's ſtaff into the Queen's hands, 
who died the firſt of Auguſt following : in 1715, 
he was, by the Houſe of Commons, impeached 
of high crimes and miſdemeanors, and commit- 
ted · priſoner to the tower ; but by his anſwer to 
all the articles 6f impeachment which the vi- 
olence of party ſuggeſted againſt him, he had 
the addreſs of juſtifying the Queen's meaſures 
and his own conduR, and of ſhewing himſelf as 
true a lover of his country and as diſintereſted a 
miniſter as this country ever knew. He died in 


May, 1721, aged 62. 


BRAMPTON BRIAN CASTLE 


Is at the ſmall village of that name; it hath lit- 
tle remains but ſuch as appear in the annexed 
view. An handſome modern dwelling hath been 
erected near it, but is ſeldom ufed except by the 
farmer of thoſe parts of the eſtates attached to it. 
Its park extends over ſome vaziegated heights 
that ſeem crowding to the village. Theſe pre- 
miſes have been reported, by the greateſt de- 
ſigner of the day, to poſſeſs more capabilities tor 
grand improvement than he had any where ſeen. 
The heights around have amiable forms, with 
dreſſes of the beſt quality. The river too here 
and there agreeably inſinuates itſelf upon its ſce- 
nery, but there wants greater portions of plains 


to give grandeur to the perſpective, and this de- 
ſcription 
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ſcription is good through moſt of the eaſtern parts 
of Radnorſhire adjoining to it. 


It was ſome time the poſſeſſion of a family of 
diſtinRion, called Brion de Brompton. In Ed- 
ward the Third's time, Robert de Harley marry- 
ing the daughter and heireſs of Sir Brion de 
Brompton, it fell into that family, in which it 
hath ever ſince remained. Nearer Knighton, 
left of the road, is a neglected manſion and park, 
the property of the Johnes, of Hafod and Croft 
before noticed; there is a turnpike road alſo di- 
vides from this I have laſt paſſed, which leads 
by the ſmall villages of Letton, Bartly, Ligen, 
and the old fortiſied manſion of Stapleton, 


Which is the affize town for the county, other- 
wiſe it is of ſmall conſideration, although its large 
antique church, various decaying dwellings of 


faſhion, and ſeveral other large ruſticated orna- 


ments of the kind, give proofs of its once poſ- 
ſelling more conſiderable eſtabliſhments: it is on 
the borders of the river Lug, which hath here 
poſſeſſion of a larger ſcope of level land than this 
undulating country commonly admits, the ſlopes 
next it are beautifully fringed with light woods 
and improved by cultivation. It is called by 5 
Welch, Llanandre or St. Andrew's church; 
attained its firſt conſequence under the 3 8 
age of Martin, Biſhop of St. David, from whence 


Yy 2 it 
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it gained the aſcendeney over all other towns of 
this county. 


A good turnpike road leads from Preſteign to 
Kington and Titly one way, another more weſt- 
ward leads from it to New Radnor and my more 
ſouthern tour to Aberyſtwith ; near the begin- 
ning of the latter, in a recluſe but comely ſta- 
tion, the Hon. Mrs. Harley hath a neat and con- 
venient ſeat. The town of 


KNIGHTON, 


Alſo inconſiderable in ſize; is the beſt in the 
county for wealth and commerce. It poſſeſſes 
ſome ſlopes of land that fall from ſome adjoin- 
ing hills or mountains unto the borders of the 
river Team, and other connected ſtreams ; the 
parts of theſe hills or mountains next the 
town, being alſo thickly cloathed or cultivated, 
are a comfortable ſhelter thereto; one that 
ſcreens it toward the north is called Kinſly ; the 
Garth is that toward the weſt, and another called 
the Frith ſtands between it and the ſouth. The 
church, ſome ſecondary inns, and a few houſes 
of inferior faſhion, are the only reſpectable build- 
ings in the place; all others are mean conſtruc- 
tions and badly arranged. 


A tolerable turnpike road croſſes the river 
Team from this town, and by various intricate 
windings with the riſes and falls of the hills. 

reaches 
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reaches Clunn. Beſides this there is a bridle road 
ſurmounts ſome of the haſty aſcents of Kinſly 
hill before mentioned, and ſhortens the dif- 
tance. In this paſſage is alſo a ſeparation of the 
counties of Radnor and Salop. 


The general character of the country thus 
paſſed, is compoſed of elevated downs or wolds, 
from which there are ſometimes greatly va- 
riegated proſpects, particularly toward the north 
and eaſt, through much of Montgomeryſhire, 
Shropſhire, and other counties of England and 
Wales. The vaſt wilds of Merioneth and Rad- 
nor foreſt are alſo diſplayed to it bright and diſ- 
tint to an exceſſive diſtance, or elſe wholly 
mellowed with ethereal clouds, when a wanton 
fancy might figure from them a little ſea that is 
agitated beyond its uſual bearing. 


Upon the right of this paſſage, about two 


miles diſtant from the road, are 


HE GARE DITCHES, 


repreſented by hiſtorians, and affirmed by the 
legends of the country, to have been the ſite 
of the laſt camp of Caractacus. The entrench- 
ments are double, and their extent equal, it is 
ſaid, to any ſimilar remains in the Principality. 
The dominions of the Britiſh prince extended 
. overa vaſt range of highlands that nearly reached 
from hence to the weſtern ſea. The camp was 


upon 
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upon that extremity of them which approached { 
the Roman way deſcribed a few pages back. 
The plain between them is called Addle Moor, 
where, deluded from his faſtneſs, at the head 
of a ſmall and determined army, Caractacus 
bravely, but unſucceſsfully, oppoſed the Roman 
legions under Oſtorias ; but though his bands, 
perhaps haſtily collected and irregularly trained, 
yielded to the diſcipline and habitual warfare of 
the Romans, ſtill his beroiſm remained unſub- 
dued; and when in chains in the preſence of 
the Emperor, whither he was carried to grace 
the triumph of the victor, he ſtill preſerved the 
firm and exalted character of the Britiſh King. 


Small remains of a caſtle called the Knuckleſs, 
are left of the road, where was anciently a cor- 
poration; and hence the poor cottagers of 
Knuckleſs unite with thoſe of Radnor, &c. in 
giving a . to the parliament of the king- 


dom. 
a of CLUNN 


is ſituated upon the river of that name. Its 
principal features are the church and caſtle; 
the firſt a large rude gothic building, the latter 
a ſhapeleſs ruin; but the vaſt mounds of earth 
2djoining indicate its former greatneſs and 
ſplendour. This town, when the ſize and 
population rendered one neceſſary, had a conſi- 
derable market; many vacated paſſages herein 

* Mill 


SOUTH AND NORTH WALES: 26 
ſtill bear the names of ſtreets; there is the ruin 
of a building till called the Jail; and from a 
mound of earth that bears the name bf Gallows- 
Tree-Bank, human bones, ſuppoſed to be thofe 
of malefactors, are dug. The town gives title 
of baron to the Duke of Norfolk; and there is 
a hoſpital for decaying old men, which was 
founded and ſplendidly endowed by an anceftor 
of that family, the early ſtock of which, the na- 

tives fondly boaſt, flouriſhed in their _ 
REIT. 


The river Clunn thus croſſed, has its ſource 
in a vaſt wild called Clunn Foreſt, from whence 
it rapidly deſcends by this and the villages of 
Clunton, Purflow, Aſton and Clungunford, to 
its junction with the Team, through a rich and 
beauteous valley. Adjoining to it is much of 
the road which leads from Ludlow to Clunn ; 
and near the latter may alſo be defcried the 
handſome ruin of 


HOPTON CASTLE, 
Which in the time of Edward the Firſt belonged 
to the Mortimers of Chirk; it was garrifoned in 
the civil wars, and became famous for the legal 
land it made againſt the parliament” forces. 
The Hurſt, a handſome ſeat of the Rev. Mr. 
Morris, is alſo this way. 


BISHOP's 
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BISHOP's CASTLE 


Takes its name from a ſplendid fortified manſion 
that once graced the. higheſt part of the place, 


and that is ſuppoſed to have been the reſidence 
of a prelate of the ſee of Hereford. A ſtone 


vault i in the occupation of Mr. Griffith, ſtationer, 
is the only remains of this edifice that can now 


be diſtinguiſhed without great reſearch—its date 


and hiſtory are equally obſcure. The town 


was incorporated by charter from Queen Eliza- 


beth, and ſends two members to parliament : 


it hath great fairs, conſiderable markets, and 


good inns; it is otherwiſe inconſiderable in 
building, opulence, or population. An elder 
church than the preſent was made a ruin by the 
vengeance of Cromwell; the preſent was raiſed 


thereon through the munificence of the family 


of Waring. 


: 


Aſcending two miles from _—_ Caſtle 


through the direct way 


To MONTGOMERY, 


The trayeller will find himſelf raiſed on other 


fertile wolds like thoſe I deſcribed to lie between 


Knighton and Clunn. The beſt proſpects from 


theſe are comely vales contiguous to Biſhop's 
Caſtle. | 


Upon 
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| Upon the eſtate of John Oakly, Eſq. which 
is near the centre of them, is the ſmall ruin of 
Lea Caſtle: the little river Ray is alſo ſome- 
times ſeen in the ſame view with placid reſigna- 
tion conveying the tribute of its rills to the ſo- 
vereign Team; over all, are the comely figures 
of the noted Longment hills. 


The ancient family of 8 laſt 5 
hath a handſome modern manſion near the firſt 
part of this paſſage; toward the right hand, near 
the midway thereof, are ſeats of the Brown's 
and the Edwards's; and near unto Montgomery 
is Cherbury, the antique manſion of the Her- 
bert's.* 
MONTGOMERY 
Is the county town; it is agreeably ſituated on 
the aſcent of a range of pictureſque heights, 
commands the vaſt vale of Montgomery or 
Powiſland, and had an ancient fortification, 
many ruins of which remain, where Edward 
Herbert, Baron of Cherbury, an eminent ſtateſ- 
man and elegant writer, was born: he was 
created a knight of the bath at the coronation of 
King James I. 1616, he was ambaſſador to Lewis 
XIII. of France; in 1625 he was created an 


Iriſh baron, and was advanced to the dignity of 
an "__ Lord by the title of Baron Pros 


Vox. II. Nen 36, and 234. 
| 2 2 | of 
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of Cherbury : he died in 1648, and was buried 
at St. Giles's in the Fields, London. 


There is a ſmall inn, a few genteel houſes, a 
decent church, town-hall, and new gaol, lately 
erected agreeably to the plan of Howard ; other- 

wiſe the place hath little note. | 


From MONTGOMERY to WELCHPOOL 


The proſpects are confined to a beautiful valley, 
through which the river Severn artfully mean- 
ders in its progreſs toward the vales of Powis 
and Salop, in which latter courſe it aſſumes an 

expanſe more dignified and indicative of its fu- 
ture majeſty; but in no part of its bounds have 
the proſpects a more lively diſplay of natural 
beauties or intereſting characters than here ; — 


«© Where order in variety we ſee, 

And where, tho? all things differ, all agree: 
Here waving groves a chequer'd ſcene diſplay, 
And part admit and part exclude the day ; 
Here interſpers'd in lawns and cp'ning glades, 
Thin trees ariſe that ſhun each other's ſhades ; 
Here in full light the ruſfet plain extends; 
There wrapt in clouds the blueiſh hills aſcend ; 
Ev'n the wild heath diſplays her purple dyes, 
And midſt the foreft fruitful fields ariſe,” 


It may be here obferved, that the diſtance 
between Biſhop's Caſtle and Newtown may be 
conſiderably ſhortened by horſe and foot paſ- 


fengers, by departing from the poſt road a few 
miles 
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miles from Biſhop's Caſtle, at /a cireular en- 


trenchment called the Biſhop's moat, thence to' 
Purſue a mountainous way which lies more weſt- 
ward, to the village of Kerry. Part of the vaſt 
range of hills called Kerry-Foreſt is croſſed in 
this way; and near where the road breaks upon 


a handſome valley watered by the little brook + 


Clodie, is the village thus named, and a hand- 
ſome ſeat of one of the Herbert's. Kavenvaſtra 
is the name of a pleaſant hill which is paſſed 
from hence to the vale of Severn. 


NEWTOWN 


18 ſituated on its immediate bank, where the 


character of the country that are its bounds - ' 


ſoon changes; the cultivated parts are here- 
after more confined within the area hereof, 
and we rarely view the woods reaching thoſe 
altitudes we have before had ſuch occaſions to 
+ admire. The Bear is the principal inn. Ex- 
cept a few genteel families here and at Llan- 
idlas, there is not a reſident beyond the ſtation 


of freehold farmers and ſome poor clergy through: 


the whole vicinity of the enſuing tour, a circum- 
ſtance the more to be regretted, as the Severn, for 
a track of near twenty miles, thankleſsly diſ- 
plays herſelf to eyes that cannot reliſh, and minds 
inſuſceptible of, her peculiar charms. Anciently 
this ſite was more attractive; for beſides-number- 
leſs remains of fortified manſions which ſtudded 
the valley, —_ of the neighbouring mountaing 

exhibit 


| | 
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exhibit thoſe tracks of heroic labour that exer- 


ciſed and defended the contending powers. 


The ancient city Caerews or Caerows, is till 
diſtinguiſhed about halfway on the firſt ſtage 
upon the oppoſite ſide the river, where Roman 
tiles, bricks and hewn ſtones, are frequently 
dug up, and eſtabliſh its long credit as an old 


Roman ſtation. | . 


| Newtown hall and park, which are ſeen at. 
leaving that town, are relics of the ancient and 


ample eſtate of the Price's. A ſhort way farther | 
from thence, a road to the left leads over a 
- mountainous diſtrict to Dolver, Lanbador, and 


other places of ſmall note, until at laſt it reaches 
Landrindod.“ 


Greig com piſtol i is on this branch. 2 7 


that abounds with natural grace, and being but 
one mile from the poſt road, the traveller of 
taſte will not regret the attention he beſtows 
upon it. 


| Thoſe who are inclined to enjoy a view of the 
more diſtant parts of the country, may be gra- 
tified on horſe or_foot, by paſſing over a very 
elevated diſtrict by the mountain Kaven-a-Neath 


in the way to Llanidlas;. the diſtance is alſo 


thereby ſhortened, and proſpects are from thence 


f * See VOL. II. bete 223. 
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Is a place of ſome antiquity; hath fairs and mtr! _ 
markets. Its fireets are built in form of u com., 
in the centre of which is the town-hall, the inn, 
and principal ſhops af trade, otherwiſe the bujld- 
| ings are mean and paorly inhabited. The Ste- 
f phens's and the D have e ine 
bourhood. 
Except the justly oelebrated beauties that at- 
tach to the Devil's Bridge, hereafter paſſed, there 
is little to gratify the trayeller of taſte or curiobty 
in all the way from hence to Aberyſtwith. The | 
Severn from hence only appears as an infantile 78 7 
ſimple ſtream, wandering 'uncomely plains ; and | 
the far-famed Plinlimmon mountain, as it is ap- 
on this road, hath little but its name to 
diſtinguiſh it from the vaſt wilds that each way 
greet the eye; whilſt the ſeveral ſprings: that are 
ſo noteable for giving the firſt action to the Severn 
and other rivers, running from hence to each coaſt, 
appear everywhere abpyt"its ſymmit to oon in 
countleſs directions from its ſpongy; ſoils, undiG 
tinguiſhed and unnamed. + Approaching the De- 


vil's AO ed there is a ſudden and graceful change 
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in the character of the country . Whilſt contem- 
plating this, the ear is as ſuddenly affailed with. 


loud echoes that iſſue from the vaſt falls and 
ſtreams in the waters of Rhydot and Mynach, as 


they labour through ſtraitened ways for a beau- 
teous area near that ſpot, at which they unite, and 
travel thence a'' placid river in a commodious : 


R reaches the ſea. : | 

The journey ends with alternate views. nod the 
Vile of Vſtwith, the pleaſant and the faſhionable 
little town ſo named “, and many clifted head- 
lands that everywhere ſeem to edge this part 


of the coaſt ; all the laſt named ſubjefts are 


admired for their terrific grandeur . and pic- 
tureſque effect; the neighbouring mountains and 


valleys, for their general feature of ſoftneſs and - 
fertility. Thus nature gratifies her favourite pro- 


penſity to contraſt; to the graceful and ever pleaſ- 
ing aſſemblage of beauty in the roſe, ſhe hath ad- 
ded the harſh offending thorn ; - ſo here, when 
working in a ſublimer mood, ſhe has contraſted 


the enamelled riches of a'ſlope or plain with the 
| ſterile beach, and awful fiſſures of the | 


rocks, intereſting indications of halcyon Wn; 
alſo of chaos, or the world in ruins. er + 
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